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In the Claims 

The claims are amended * Mow, Non-elected claims 24-28 and 43-53 have been 
canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. 

1 (currently amended) A masonry block resulting from a splitting operation 
Der fo m edonamoldedworkpieceby<*4e^ 

tn rHinr a s plitting line mJ*w * F* ,he workp ie^ejp^hnt 
_ iMfl£MiB ^^ a/lurality of projections Xsp****** 

leasMs e^afe the splitting line on^J^^ «* ^ M to "W 
me workpie ce - *-ft — v™™™ of *» workpieje during the splitting operahon, the 

masonry block comprising: / 

ablockbody including a top surface, a bo/om surface, a front surface extendmg between 
the top and bottom surfaces, a rear surface exter/ing between the top and bottom surfaces, and 
side surfaces between the front and rear surfaci a locator protrusion formed integrally w«h the 
bl0 ck and disposed on the top or bottom surfa/e thereof; the intersection of the front surface and 
the top surface defining an upper edge, and t/e intersection of the front surface and the bottom 
surface defining a lower edge; and ^L^Am^ the front surface and at least a 
portion of ~«t either the upper edge a*4r the lower edge are roughened as a result of the 

workpiece during the splitting operation^ 

2 (currently amended) J* masonry block of claim 1, wherein the block splitter 
includes a second splitting assembly faoM*^^ 
^ vj^ludir^or^^ 

^,w,. e to soiit it U l g b ueaaMsmi ^- ™« alSQ includin g a 

^■^^ nnsui ^ m «JL the worl^ie cejobre aV away portions of u^ rkp^e 
■ , ,.„„■ ^ „, ^ J, ^emblv being eWH on the same side of the spht Unghne 
projections of the first Xing assembly, and wherein at least a portion of the upper edge 
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and at least a portion 
splitting operation 



ion of the lower edge of the block are rou^enedb/the projections during the 



TOU] 



3. (currently amended) The masonry block ofclai^l, wherein the at least one 
ghened upper edge or lower edge is generally rounded. 



4. (original) The masonry block of claim l.whereiia portion of at least one of the side 
surfaces is textured as a result of the action of the workpiece/forming mold. 

5. (original) The masonry block of claim 4, wheiin a portion of each of the side 
surfaces is textured as a result of the action of the workpjlce-forming mold. 

6. (original) Themasor^blockofclaim^/hereinthetexturedportionoftheatleast 
one side surface is adjacent the front surface. 

7. (original) The masonry block of clam/l, wherein the textured portion of the at least 
one side surface is the entire side surface. 

8. (original) The masonry block of ciim 1, further including a radiused section 
connecting the front surface to at least one of ihe side surfaces. 

9. (original) The masonry block olclaim 1, further including radiused sections 
connecting the front surface to both of the lide surfaces. 

10. (original) The masonry bloc/of claim 9, wherein each of said radiused sections is 
textaed as aresult of the action of the iorkpiece-fonning mold. 

11. (original) The masonry block of claim 1, wherein the front surface is mottled. 

12. (original) The masonrilock of claim 11, wherein the mottling is produced by a 
plurality of colors in the material that forms the masonry block. 
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f. 



13. (original) l^e masonry block of claim l.wh^m the lo/tor protrusion comprises a 
locator lip. 

14. (currently amended) The masonry block of cla4i 1, wherein the ftont surface is 
generally rounded when viewed from the side. 

15. (currently amended) The masonry block/of claim 1, wherein the projections arc 

generally cylindrically shaped. 

16. (currently amended) The masonry j/U of claim 1 5, wherein the projections 
have gen erall gr ounded tips. 



17. (original) The masonry block of cl/m 15, wherein the projections have irregular 



tips. 



18. (currently amended) The r/asonry block of claim 1 5, wherein the projections 
have a diameter of between about 0.5 incite and about 1.25 inches. 

19. (original) The masonry bl/ck of claim 1, wherein the projections comprise plates. 

20. (currently amended) /The masonry block of claim 1, wherein the projections are 
generally pyramidal in shape. 

2 1 . (currently amended/ The masonry block of claim 1 , wherein the sptit&ig 
a56eH ^ i etod^ OJi conAs B mm-m h^ »f rt* fi"« s plitting asse r^lyj^singlc 
splitting blade aligned with f splitting line, whrrrin the, blade has a workmen ^ ed S e t 
and wherein said projection/ have ^^fcri^to ^ ^ch ob» ,u or below th e ,. P 
nF)1in hM? ...^, J a ri n , tins, and wherrir, --.i d v^V p ^r-en ^r,? tips are positioned 
^riv. to the worV pi^- Un^dgg edg e so as to be between ahont V8 inch ahead of th e 
^^ngarir r ™* a hont 3/R inch behind the wnrkpiece-engaging edge . 
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22. (original) A wall formed from a plurality of masonry blocks according to claim 1 . 

23. (original) The wall of claim 22, wherein a plurality of different sizes of the masonry 
blocks are used. 

Claims 24-28 (canceled) 

29. (currently amended) A masonry block that is induced from a molded 
workpiece that is split in a block splitter h*w« P Mtfeg4^^ 
having a first splitting assembly that includes gnr or more s/littin r members positioned to define 
. flitting line and to engage t b» ™ ™Ht it sen My alone the splitting line and that 

fimher includes a plurality of projections 4*f »*ul u u at l/oet enc ri dn o f adjacent the splitting 
line ™ pt Intone side thereof, said projections being p/sitioned 5 *4hatfte W *ge tojajgaje 
the workpiece t« h^k .way portions of the wo rk p iecefluring the splitting operation, whereby 
the masonry block includes at least one irregular edge ind surface produced by said first splitting 
;emb ly .r-litW and breaking aw ™ ^ of the Lrkniece during the splitting operation . 



ass' 



30. (currently amended) The masonry flock of claim 29, wherein the block splitter 
eeaprises includes a second splitting assembly op/osed to the first splitting assembly, and 
wherein said second splitting assembly includes one or more splitti n g numbers positioned to 
H.finP thr. s plittfrp lim nid to ene ^ the workpiece to split it generally along the splitting line 
and includes a plurality of projections adjacent jne splitting line on at least one side thereof and 
positioned s^AaWbey-entage to engage the w/rkpiece to break away portions of the workpiece 
during *e splitting - r —'"" tH"*!"™ k the second cplittin* assemb l y being disposed on 
th B sarr, e side of th A birring line as prni/.tions of the first splitting assembly, whereby the 
masonry block includes an opposed pair of frregular edges. 

31. (original) The masonry blocl/of claim 29, wherein a surface of the masonry block 
includes a textured portion as a result of/he action of the workpiece-forming mold. 
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32. (original) Themasoi^blockofclaimSl^heredthetexmiedr-rtionisonaside 
surface of the masonry block adjacent a font surface thereof 



33. (original) The masonry block of claim 29, further including a locator protrusion 
formed integrally on a bottom surface of the block. 



a lip. 



34. (original) The masonry block of claim 33 ,Xrein the locator protrusion comprises 

35. (original) The masonry block of claim J, wherein the irregular split surface is 



mottled. 

36. (original) Themasonry block of clal 35, wherein the mottling is produced by a 
plurality of colors in the material that forms the/masonry block. 

37. (currently amended) A metid of producing a masonry block having at least one 
irregular split edge and surface during a sphttmj^or^ration, comprising: 

providing a fBas *«y4 > }* e ^p^ 

tot Eludes « fitting memje rsj^.d to define a s plitnna n^to^Eca 

1-pir - - T*» '» "fo™*> M ™ * C SPM ^ 3SS * iS 

^^MM^m a plurauty/of projections ^ispes^^-e^f idunt *« 

splitting line 2IU! tJea S Uffl^ said projections being positioned se^h^gage to 

engage the workpiece tpj^r^inorti^^ 
activated dww g-aic splitt i ng ope r & efi; 

leeafcng aligning a masoriy workpiece jrf^H^W^^ 
wetl ^kaoii is aligned with the splitting line; and 

^ U LLiiUth! M-n-l-ri. / ' "^"^T^pr - tt siftg activating the first splitting 

assembly- 
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38 (currently amended) The mcthoAf claim 37, former including the stepsteps of 
pr0 viding ^s^e^^ a secoJ spurting assembly opposed to the first 
splitting assembly ^at^pe^*^^ » e — d ^ —** 

t2 ^ l£L== ^r h , ,w .he smitanRlii^^ a plurality of projections fepesed 
^^^^Mngm on the same side of/he spUtting line as the projections of the first 

spUtting assembly, said projections oiMJ^^^^ 0 ^ " " 
engag e the workpiece toJ a eak Ji w J r^^ during the splitting operabon.and 

actf^i^^ whereby the rxsultmg 

masonry block includes an opposed pair If irregular edges. 

39 (currently amended) fe method of claim 38, wherein the first and second 
spUtting assemblies are provided with/a plurality of projections disposed on each side of and 
adjacent to the splitting Une. 

40. (currently amended) / A masonry block that is produced from a molded 
workpiece that is split in a block ilittcr having a first splitting blade assejnbly^^^ a 
euttiBg first splitting edge, and^e aj^rajityj ^first engageme nt surfaces extending away 
rrom the mafeg first spUttjn g e/ge at acute angles ^ first mm °rmmt surfaces being 
g^.^^ and to break awa^nrtinn* of fly workpiece during the 

aB i afeg oDa^« ^ ' jf " myrtle - nth tho - . oi k p ^ u Jmiu. Ih, nHtting ^mtu m 
r1 ..„, ;ty ^ J r , nmiectin. from at least one of fhr first e lement surfaces 
^r*.- * r ^° " f ■ "rid prni^ions hHn, positioned to en^gethe workpiece t o 
Z^^nnt^h^ f H "™ g the emitting. or^ratjorL whereby the masonry block 

includes at least one irreguir split edge and surface produced by said first splitting blade 

assembly . / 

41. (currently amended) The masonry block of claim 40, wherein the block splitter 
includes a second splittil blade assembly opposed to the first spUtting blade aisembly, and 
wherein the second spuiing blade a ssembly includes a ttrttms second splitting edge, ffidWad* a 
^^i ^f^denJeement surfaces extending away from the euttffig second SPlittillK edge 
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at acute ■ BgNjttaB n l » -nnrnnntf «*f*~ hHn P posited to en^the 

k^V away nortions of ftejv orjgL^ d,mi»r the splitting operation, ^^^^ 

fr - - ~ «f ^ond e^rn^ ^Om ^^ splitting edee , whereby 

the masonry block includes an opposed pair of irreg 



'edges. 



42 (currently amended) The masonry blfeck of claim 41, wherein the acute angles of 
the engagement surfaces erfH^feHttd^^ are preferably between about 0 

degrees and about 30 degrees. 

Claims 43-53 (canceled) 

54. (t ,ew) The masonry block ofllaim 29, wherein the one or more splitting 
members is a single splitting blade aligned jjU the splitting line. 

55. (new) The method of clajfc 37, wherein the one or more splitting members is a 
single splitting blade aligned with the splitting line. 

56. (new) The masonry b/ock of claim 1 , wherein the projections engage the 
workpiece to break away portions offthe workpiece substantially simultaneously with, or 
subsequent to, the one or more spirting members engaging the workpiece. 

57. (new) The masoiy block of claim 56, wherein at least some of the projections 
break away portions of the worliece subsequent to the one or more splitting members engaging 
the workpiece. I 

58. (new) The mlsoiiry block of claim 1, wherein the projections are positioned to 
travel into the workpiece dufing the splitting operation. 



10 
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59. (new) The masonry block of claim 29, whieiit the projections engage the 
workplace to break away portions of the workpiece subsXially simultaneously with, or 
subsequent to, the one or more splitting members engaging the workpiece. 

60 (new) The masonry block of claim 59/wherein at least some of the projections 
break away portions of the workpiece subsequent wf* one or more splitting members engaging 

the workpiece. 

6 1 . (new) The masonry block of clah£ 29, wherein the projections are positioned to 
travel into the workpiece during the splitting operation. 

62. (new) The method of claim f, wherein the proj ections engage the workpiece to 
break away portions of the workpiece subsirtially simultaneously with, or subsequent to, the 
one or more splitting members engaging tjfe workpiece. 

63. (new) The method of cllim 62, wherein at least some of the projections break 
away portions of the workpiece subse/uent to the one or more splitting members engaging the 
workpiece. 

64. (new) The method/of claim 37, wherein the projections are positioned to travel 
into the workpiece during the splitting operation. 

65. (new) The masLy block of claim 40, wherein the first projections engage the 
workpiece to break away portiL of the workpiece substantially simultaneously with, or 
subsequent to, the first splitihfe edge engaging the workpiece. 

66 (new) The iJasonry block of claim 65, wherein at least some of the first 
projections break away porfns of the workpiece subsequent to the first splitting edge engaging 

the workpiece. 
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67. (new) The masonry block of claim 40, w/erein the first projections are 
positioned to travel into the workpiece during the splitting operation. 

68. (new) The masonry block of claimi!, wherein the one or more splitting members 
comprise portions of at least some of the projections. 

69. (new) The masonry block of /aim 29, wherein the one or more splitting 
members comprise portions of at least soin/ )f the projections. 

70- (new) The method of claim 37, wherein the one or more splitting members 
comprise portions of at least some of ihe projections. 
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